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RrISKS 9OF MARKET GUNNERS ON
THE WISCONSIN LAKES.

What 1t Means te Be Caught in a Sink Box
by & Storm--Men Who Are Encased in
Jee —Instinetive Skill Reached by Men
who Kiil Pucks but Den't Eat Them.

There is no harder work than that of
shooting ducks on the Wisoonsin lakes,
and under some cirecumsatances there is not
spueh work that is more dangerous. The

ril of it comes from stormy water, frail
blinds, cranky boats and the excellent
chance afforded to catch pneumonia.

The old Wikconsin duck hunter is almost
always a strong man, but he is strong
because nature made him so. Otherwise
e would be dead. The rigor of the sport
ju proved by the fact that, with the excep-
tions of the persons who kill ducks to sell
ther, it is a rare thing to find a man of
more than 40 willing to endure the discom-
forts of ghooting from a blind in the early
Westorn winter merely for the fun of it.

The steady ducker has one ‘test which he
applies to tha weather. If it is cold enough
ts freeze the water as it splashes from the
waves and falls on the decoys, cold enough
to freeze it so rapidly that in a little while
the heads of the wooden birds become
solid chunks of ice, making them top-heavy
and turning them belly, up, a reasonable
amount of sport may be expeoted in blind
ahooting.  1f the decoys ride out un hour
without turning from the weight of upper
joe, the only thing to do is to sit still, wmoke
when a fellow feels like it and pray for an oc-
casional shot.

Professional hunters are not long-lived.
They have money all through the summer
and they lead lives of excess  In the winter
they ars subjected to such exposure and
perform such unhealthful work that decay
begins long before it should. They die
yeually about 50, when they die natural
deaths. Many of themn ars drowned, and
accidents ariasing from handling guns with
venumbed fingers are many.

Thev do their own cooking and they
live on the plainest of food, generally baocon,
hread and coffee, with an occasional can of
tomatoes and a semi-occasional hunk of
basf. They slaughter habitually the finest
tood in the world, but it is not for their
teoth R

A market hunter would as soon think
of sating A two-dollar bill as of eating a
pair of canvasbacks. Indeed, the canvas-
backs are 30 much money to him.

Sometimes, when there is a camp of gen-
tlemen sportsmen within reach, they are
vigitad by market hunters, wh> coms over

to find out how much of their game is being |

glain by the strangers and when the
strangers are going to get out and leave
the birds to their legitimate owners

At such times it is at once a funny and a
pathetic thing to see the market hunters
stand about ill at ease and look, with a
kind of faseinated horror, at men calmly
devouring redheads, mallards, jacksnipe
and teal. It is exactly the feeling which
comes over a knot of sensible peopla when a
vain-glorious spendthrift lights a ten-cent
cigar with a five-dollar Treasury note

Being bidden to the feast, however, they
fall to with a speed and endurance dis-
counting the hest efforts of any man reared
in the city. It is probably the only game
they have tasted in the season -and most
certainly all that they will taste—and they
rise to the oocasion.

They handle ducks so constantly that
they smell ducky and there are feathers
in their pockets and inside of their rubber
noots, but the taste of duck broiled on live
wood coals is almost as foreign to them
as to a horse. So far as knowledge ex-
tends, the only market shooters in the
world who will put canvasbacks into their
own stomache when the birds are worth
#4 a pair in New York city are the folke
who live down on Barnegat Bayv. They
are a long-legeed, knobby-elbowed, hard-
teatured independent set of fishers and
hunters. and generally they do not care
whether school keeps or not

In all Wisconsin lakes of the smaller
class the waters ars comparatively shallow
Along the banks wild rice grows in season
and fruits and falls down before the ice
romes  Rushes, however, and flags  locally
called mword-grass—stand up nearly all
of the winter and 1oake exoellen cover

[here is & clause in the Wisconsin Gane
law whioh fortids the erection of an arti-
fivwl blind away from the shore It s
alss illegal 10 shoot ducks before sunrise
or after sunset but this is by the way  The
reinction  conowrning  the ersotion  of
witiaal blinds has had the offect partly
o do away with the ol tank blinds or
wik boses, which wers plaosd far out in
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DEADLY HUNTING OF DUCKS.

as the formation of letters with & pen. .

The gun goes to the shoulder pointed
correctly and the forefinger crooks
at the right instant as a matter of habit,
and not as a matter of thought. This re-
quires years of steady intelligent practice
and it costs more money than to learn to
play a game of billiards like Sloason’s,
unless a man happens to be born a shot,
which happens once in 700,000 times.

The perils of the ducker have been much
decreased by the partlal abolishment of the
sink box. This murderous devioe is still
used, however, in deflance of law when
the market potters believe that they will
not be caught They are not caught often

On the larger lakes the man who enters a
sink box early in Docember not only risks
arrest, a fine and possible imprisonment,
but he also gravely risks his life. In order
to be of any service the box must be sunk
not less than a mile from the land, becauso
ducks, often shot at, seck the very centre
of the lakes, where they do no feeding,
but are reasonably safe from any one
oxcept the box man. ’

The tank, which is made generally of
water-tight planking, ir 4 feet long by 3
feet wide and 3 feet deep. It is sunk by
being filled with water until its upper edge
is not more than six inches above the sur-
face. It is then tied to immovable stakes,
which stick out a foot, and is bailed out.

Rushes are fastenad along ita edges with
much skill and attention to detail and at
a distance of fifty yards it is an exact imita-
tion of a clump of water plants. Into tnis
contrivanco the ducker gets, with his gun
and shells.

He lies in a half-recumbent position,
his knees crooked and his head resting on
the planking. So disposed, a man can get
colder in fifteen minutes than in any other
possible posture in an hour.

His partner, who has brought him in a
small boat, pulls for the shore and leaves
him for the day. It is the intention to re-
turn about dark, take him on board pick
up the decoys and dead ducks,.

The decoys, generally mallards or red-
heads, safely anchored, are scattered all
about him, riding gallantly with their
heads to the wind. For the ensuing hours
his business will be to lie still, to shoot
straight, and to come as near fo death
from freezing as is possible and yet live.

His peril comes from the faot that north-
western weather is proverbially uncertain.
If the wind rises, he will experience much
additional discomfort. If it hlows harder
the waves will be piling over him, iey cold,
without cessation. The low freeboard of
the box is practically no protection at all

If, as is not unlikely, a full gale begins,
his position will becomy one of extréme
risk. The box in which he sita is anchored
strongly enough. There is no danger that
it will sink, for it is tied firmly to the poles,
which have been planted so as to stand
any shook administered by the Inke waves.

But in a half hour the ice will be on his
clothing an inch thick and it will grow
thicker for every minute that he spends in
his expoged place He could not suffer
more intensely if within the Arctic Circle,
The chances will be that his companion
cannot put off to his rescue in a boat, which

shore rushes,

Swimming a mile to firm land through
that sort of water is, of course, an im-
posaibility It becomes simply a question
of his ability to endure until the storm
ldiu down. Under these fearfully inimical

conditions some market hunters have
shown a vitality truly remarkable.

They have remained in their boats through
the better part of a day and all of the fol-
lowing night, buffeted by the billows, a
solid pillar of ice from head to foot, com-
pelled to remain almost motionless, ahble
only to jerk their legs and spasmodically

erless to move a finger when liftad from
their tanks and yet they have come around
all right within two hours after being
stripped, rolled in heated blankets and dowed
with brandy

For one such exhihition of endurance,
howaver, there have been twenly Instances
of permanent disablement, wreckage of
wealth or death More than once, when
the rescue boat approached in the morn-
ing, its single covupant has found a quiet
rigid Agure sitting in the blind, its lce-cov-
ered arms clasped tightly across its breast
in & last offort to hug in a little warmth
and ite e masked face staring outl Across
the tuml/ing waters.  Lashed by the winds,
stung by the spin-drift, gradually coffined
i orystals, what the man suffersd in the
Jong houis o olher man will ever know

Whiskey s always eft with the ocoupant
of the blind but in such & temperature
and such & wind & full keg of it would not
do any good Thers s & cold in which
| whiskey. lke all other forms of aloolwl,
| lames its #tin ulating power and this ould
can le felt any roanng winter's nigh'
of & Wisoonsin lake

AN 1O LOLDING BEDS

Aot AN taed Seieh) 1o Fosnslze Space
Bue Bed That § ssl 81 00

e contre

Vo parehasers of folding 'wds o et
biy thess salely for the sake f sa g
poadh Aceording & manufactuier  sine

| gusopabe with ample Louse room 8t connend

[ by thamm. Tor Gt remscn . oo el the rooine

" w liehs Hhe e .".‘:-l'm s} ' bt
aen hats as Levdioine

1 tabe st af e prer  faeigl ) e New
Yook Taanily 10 Shome boause aiw sles e fiirw
fonhing Lanls ARy rosdin 0 the lenme e
STITELN aiul mpiprienl ae & Blewiaog Fool

| el wamily e Lol st Trom e (P |
| moth that Lt v sisoeia . Y
T BT w hate
Il hiae wmld waide Lig
{ e B0 podd pie ) bt » P
2 T bg! Vi bl M bt
B Fuibig fa )
wat ofe
i 1o e il 4 .

PR T 1 i bt o .
o ! - " ’
I = |
| U E B R TR

’ »
. »
’ )
»
’ '
» o
. ’
¢ o '
La)
' b s
’
o wi
o o
* »
-
- ' l. - 1 . /
a .
’ -
' » ‘e
»
:
w . o— 8
Lo ¢ s &

* . s ar
gogr aidll Sl | e die e 4.“.1‘.
TR T e Y «© n W &

i1e Thet volbtl oo nnidan ae s bl Loty
bl . PR R -
'. ' ooe L

would swamp as soon as it got clear of the [

hammer themselves with their arms, pow-
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AT LEAST UNCLE CROSBY SAW
GOOD QUALITIES IN HIM.
Story of How a Guide Lost a Chinaman
and Galned a Friend In Ephraim —How
the Bear Sought to Rpward the Man
~~An Intelligent Animal He Was, Too.

“While a grizzly isn't generally credited
with having the bland benavolence of the
black bear,” remarked Uncle Crosby, the
truthful guide, in reminisoant tones to the
party of campoers who had been talking
over old times in the Northwest, “yet there
ina freadom from fickleness and a stead-
fastness of purpose about old Ephraim that
a person can't help admiring.

“Treat a grizzly fairly, doun't make too
much fuss over the oocasional disappear-
ance of a superfluous Chinaman, and the
big fellow will prove himself a friend who
can be depended upon in any emergenoy.
Always supposing he isn't more than usually
hungry himse!f

“When I was making a business of gnid-
ing hunting parties in the Northwest 1 got
pretty well acquainted with a big grizzly
who made his home in the hilis north of
our summer camp. I knew him by sight
quite a while before we could have been
said to be really friends.

“Then it was through a Chinaman that
the grizzly and I got to be real chummy.
But | don't think the Chinaman meant to
do either of us a good turn. Which was
as it should have been, for neither the
grizzly nor I would have liked to be under
obligations to a heathen.

“One afternoon I wandered out alone
from the camp up on the hills. Thinking
I might run across some game I took my
rifle with me.

*I hadn't gone far when I heard calls
like those of a person in mighty distressful
cireumstanoces. hurried over the crest
of a little elevation and looking down I
saw a Chinaman up a small tree.

“The Chink was clinging to a branch.

The branch wasn't any too strong, and
every few seconds it would sway down to
within a few feet of the und.
“Just under the bnnomt the big grizzly
that T had come to know by sight. When
the branch swayed the grizzly would reach
up in an expectant sort of way.

“But he wasn't hurried or rude about
it, just acting like & bear that was invit-
ing the Chinaman to drop in and better
acquainted. And from the way the branch
cracked and trembled it was evident that
it wouldn't be a long time before the China-
| man would acoept the kindly invitation,

{

“I wanted to do the right thing
| the circumstances, but I was clean puzzled
| to know what it was. Of course the China-
| man expected I would use my gun and

drive t Fnly away. But a China-
| man in a Western camp ex s a good
| man things he don't get, and, on the other
| h-ncg, gets some things he don't expect.
And here was a native-born, American
Frln,ly. who wanted his dinner and had
ean vulti:s quite a while for {t.
! “It seemed to me it would be as bad as
| robbing a blind baby for me to use my

in and drive off that innocent, trusting
| half-starved grizzly. While | was de-
| bating the matter the grizziv looked up
at me in a pleading but confldent way

“ ‘] know you are not the sort of man
who would rob a w, hungry bear of his
dinner,’ that grizzly seemed to be sayin

| Then a big bear broke through,

|

“That pathetic, trusting look meltec
my heart

‘Chinamen are far from ulwomm«m,’|
I said to myself. ‘There are 400,000,000

of them in China and considerably more
than we want in America. [t weems 1o
me that the bear would miss his dinner
a good deal more than this community
! will miss that particular Chinaman
| * ‘Perhaps it isn't up to me to go and
shake the Chinaman down But | am
| certain the least [ can do as a fair-minded
' man is to let the bear and the Chinaman
wottle their difference of opinion without
any interferenoe on my part

“After it's all over if either the bear
or the Chink has uny complaint to make
I'll be ready to listen to him’

“So I put up my gun and went on

“About four hours later I passed that
way on mv way back to camp. The grizzly
had disappeared and the only trace of
the Chinaman was his big hat, which was
lying under the tree to the branches of
which he had been hanging

“When I got back to camp I looked around
for the Chinaman to ask him if he didn’t
| think 1 bad acted fairly Even if he should say
no 1 hoped to persuade him to change his
mind ut the Chinaman never showed

done the right thin

“After that the ntl grizaly took no end
of palus to show his gratitude toward me
Why, he went to so much trouble that 1 felt
almost ashamed, seeing that | had done
nothing for him except to st him have &
spare Chinaman

up to make any cormplaint, so I knew I Lad |

| "Abou! two weeks after the grivzly had |

engoyed the Celestial dinner | started on a
hunt for some big=horus 1 was ansious W
rl them, for a fourist tad promised e o
ng prios for & pair of good horne
I wasn't very hopeful though, for mount
ain shwop are about as shy custoners as
thore are i the West  Flually | sighted o
pair away off on the top of & cift

“1 logau to work toward them  Preuy
soots | notiond that they wore running
iy dirwetion 1 oooukdn’t make out e
pommon for thas Lt it wase't my plaos 1
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fonl the 'mmvodd. ocatch up With me.

*Pretty nupmth'o wolves. n.‘-
wasa big band of them and they evidently
meant 8. They squat in a eir-
cle about the tree and looked up in a patient

sort of way as much as to say:

“ ‘Don't hurry on our account. But
whenever vou are ready to do business,
we'll try and accommodate you.'

“The ‘winter nights in the foothills are
the real thing for cold. I knew it was only
a question of a few hours when I would be
s0 numbed that I couldn't stay on the
branch where I perched. The wolves would
do the rest,

“‘I'm afraid a few buttons and sweet
memories will soon be all that is left of the
most truthful and skilful guide in the West,'
1 said to myself in a resigned sort of way.
‘But 1 cortainly am sorry to have so good
a man die 8o young.'

“While | wan \\'t)n(lorln“hov the pearly
gates would look from fthe inside, and
oursing myself for being such a fool as to
leave my gun behind in umr I noticed a
rumpus on the outside of the ring of wclves,
o hurried
to the foot of the tree and looked up at
me in an eager, questioning sort of fashion.

“*If he can climb the tree he can have
me now,' 1 thought. ‘If he can't, he will
have to settle the matter with the wolves,
In any case, I can't figure out where I'm
going to break much winner'

“And then, to my joy, I recoguized that
it was my old friend, the grateful grizzly.
He recognized me at the same instant liu
whirled around to the wolves

““This is a friend of mine' he seemed
to be saying in the animal language, ‘and
I'd thank you not to bother him any longer.'

“Just to sort of emphasize his meanin
he gnve the nearest wolf a blow on the heac
with his big paw. It smashed the wolf's
skull as if it had been caught under an ore
crusher

“The other wolves seemed (o disagree
with the good bear. He started in to per-
suade them to look at the matter in the
!‘l‘hﬁ did.

“The wolves put up a flerce argument,
but they were outelassed by the big grizzly.
Every time he landed a blow wit 1‘*119 big
paw a wolf joined the great wolf majority.

“In the end such of the wolves as were
alive decided the bear was right and that
they didn't want to dine on any friend of
his. Those who could crawled away.

“I glid down from the tree, almost em-
braced the grateful grizely, and wept tears
of pure joy as I thmu}hl of all the good
he had done in the world.

“The grizzly trotted back to within sight
of the camp to make sure I would be safe.
There he stopped, bobbed his head affec-
tionately and as if he was saying good-by
and went hack to the mountains,

“1 little thought it would be the last time
1 would lock on his noble countenance.
But the next day I went East on business.
I was away several months. When [ re-
turned to camp the grizzly was gone.

“Either he had been shot or met with
some accident, or had become lonely and
wandered away. But he certainly was a
grizzly of talents, and free from the fickle-
ness of disposition and shortness of temper
too common among ordinary lLears.

“Affable’” said the truthful guide in con-
cluslon. “1 don't know that
way grizzlies are exactly affable. And it
don't do to get too familiar with them on
short acquaintance. But once touch his
heart and there is no limit to the gratitude
of agrizzly.”

PROMENADED WITH MASKS ON,

| The Automeblle Brings a New Curlesity

to Town.

An incident on Fifth avenue last Sunday
geems 1o portend a new danger for the
chauffeur. In the davs when the bieycle
was in the height of its popularity it was
common 10 see men and women, too, walk-
ing about town in bieyole costume.

The exceeding comfort of this form of
dress was in & measiure an excuse for wear-
ing it on inappropriate occasions; and,
indeed, the bicycle skirt was the forerunner
of the sensible rainy-weather skirt. Had
it not been for the former the rainy-weather
skirt would never have come iuto the gen-
eral use it now has.

Another evidence of the tendency of a
few New York people toward wearing
improperly clothing intended for special
kinds of eport is the appearance upon the
more frequonted streets from time to time
of women in riding habits and men with
boots and spurs. A woman is to he seen
now almost daily on Broadway hunting
crop in hand and holding up the skirt of
a well-fitting riding costume

All vachismen know how monstrously
mistused the ordinarily inoffensive vachting
cap has hoen
common asight in the mountaine and woods
of the interior as it was on the sands of
Coney Island or Bouth Beach

The real =alts of the amateur fleet were so
disgustexd with the radds upon thetr espectal
sivie of headgear that they are now wear
ing soft felt hats Tam-o'Shanters anv
thing, o fact, that is totally unlike what
used to be the correct yachung cap
When the automoblle rushied into favor
wie 1o be eoxpeoted that N woukd
eavrcine &0 influenoe upon the clothes worn
Ly those s ho L taken up the oost |y recreas
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CRAT WITH DAYE WARFIELD.

THE BEST OF STAGE JEWS TALKS
ABOUT HIS ACTING.

Off the Stage He I» Quite a Matterrof-Faot
Person - Is Thoughtful, at Times Serl-
ous, but Seldom Sad, and Neot at Al
1iKe the Star A ctor as Usuatly Pletured.

Dave Warfleld had just dressed for the
second act. He wore the baggy trousers
and queer boots that he sports as evening
dress in the “Auetioncer” when he person-
ates Mr. Levi of Lexington avenue.

Odd'yenough he did not suggest a make-up
and it was quite embarrassing, for his
collar, which he fastens as hoe enters, flared
from its moorings on either side. He wore
no coat or waistcoat. It was disconoerting
to find him so natural looking and without
the vivid lips and cavernous eyes of the
usual stage hero behind the scenes,

His wispy hair and whiskers and his bald
forehead were quite as real looking off as
on the stage. He was absolutely calm
and unrufed; placid as though he had not
just responded to two encores, each one
wildly enthusiastic

Every one else in sight was excited. Stage
hands hurried acroes the hall as though
the whole thing depended on them. Others
were ecarrying off the furnishings of Levi's
old sliop in baskets, for the properties
used in this goene are all real. They are
not painted on canvas, but are actual old
junk in the way of marked-down goods
ohtained from the dealers in out-of-the-
way quarters of the town.

“No, I'm not busy now,"” said Mr Warfleld,
as though he had a good hour before him
instead of the brief curtain pause. “No, I'm
never nervous. I think vou have to be as
cool as possible if you want to do the best
work with your audience. Oh, yes, I've
heard of the highly strung actor, keyed
up to a terrible tension before he can go
on, but I'm not that way a bit."

He sat down oomfortably as though he
were going to enjoy a chat. There isn't
the suggestion of a pose about him. Tt is
almost disconcerting to one who has met
favorite actors- and been stunned and
egcared by them

“Of course you have a bulldog?’” I said.

*“No," he said gravely

*No?" gaid the reporter incredulously.

“No," he repeated sadly, “not yet. Of
course, 1 don't deny that I look forward
to owning a bulldog some day. FEvery
actor does who has any ambition.”

There was no use trying to guy him;
that was evident, The interviewer had

urposed telling him that she thought
{:lm perfectly I:uoful in his play. T#pn
she wae going to ask him if he liked salted
almonds, and if he wasn't glad to get away
from the atmosphere of Weber & Fields's,
but she saw that he had answoers ready.

“I suppose you felt sure of sucoess when
vou started out as a star?”

“1 can't say that I did. I liked the play
and my part in i, but who can say what
is going to be a sucoess? [ had played the
comic Jew for so long that it seemead hazard-
ous to try to bring out any pathetic side
of the character. | don't know that I
did try. It sort of happened. Then I
had always made up my nose with ap
exaggerated effect o the typioal Hebrew
nose, and it seemed as though 1 wasn't
quite dressed without it."

*1 know, just like a girl feels in evening
dress without any powder on?"

“Yes, 1 suppose it's like that *

“I suppose you've alwavs longed to do

serfous ris? : )
“No haven't. Nor historic heroes

It's all work, you know, an actor's lfe,
and 1 think we're credited with a Jot more
dreaming about art than most of us indulge
in. It's practioal businees and very hard
work, and the production and rehearsal
of this piece before we brought it to town
was A strenuous experience for us all.”

“But you are a comedian, aren't you?"

“I don't know. What do you think
about it?"

“1 always thought you were until this

| each other
l saw Joseph Jeflerson play Hla Van Winkle
y

It hecame at last almost as |

pieoe was put on.”

“Pathos and comedy are very nearly
allied  The smile and the tear are close 1o
1 first realizes] that, when I

many vears ago In that p it w the
tramnsition fromg one emotion to the other
that gives it its great human interest
That is why it still holds its aundiences
after o many years "

“1 suppose you are one of those come-
a naturally =sad disposition®*
0 I'm not at all sad | always
used 1o read Riley's poems though and re-
cite them.  They have the human feeling
exprossed In hamor and pathos brought
in close conjunction in some of the verses
Griggeby's Btation' is like that and ‘Down
at the Capltal ' Joy and sorrow alternate
1 their suggestions

The Joew character I8 more misrepre
wetitend on the stage to-day than any other
Ihe comie Trishman and German and Iallan
are not as A rile v igar, bt the Jow usually
is, i his stage personations Frederic
de Belleville in one of the old Belasco and
I Mille oomedios gave the first stage rep
resentation of the dignity of the modern Jew
It "ll“‘.“ efforis were son swlat abuw
tive i Lhelr results

Whet you oo expiess he many
bes of the Hetuaie character of the
ey Ly I Lmoomes ot shinple and at the

dians with
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Shakespeare, I have no such designs. 1
prefer to read him.”

:gnv_o you a Secretary?”

0.

“Do rvu come to the theatre in an auto- ¥
mobile?”

“No, a trolley oar.”

“Don't you get pretty, scented notes?”

“Tut, tut.”

“Don't you have any fads?"

Iao!.

“Well
write all about you, and
interesting.”

“I'm sorry, but I can't help it; I can’t
make up anything. Do you want me to
tell you I've lost dinmondl?"

“Yea, that's lovely, Go on.

“I haven't any to lose.”

“Not even a scarfpin?”

“Not a collar button.”

A man put his head in the door and said:
“Curtain's up, Mr. Warfield!”

“Oh, dear me,” said the interviewer,
“and you have to go on? I'm sorry to
have kept you here, ukln(' up, your rest-

)

ing time. Good-by; good-
,T ¢ y," said \e:lrﬂohl. look-

here's no hurgy."
ing at his watch, “I have fully four min-

utes yet.”

make up something: I wish to
ou're 100 un-

THE HARLEM SHIP CANAL.

Work at a Standstill, Theugh Far From
Completed.

Work on the Harlem ghip canal is far
from being finished, but it has been for
a long time at a stand-still owing to lack
of funde. Of the $100,000 appropriated
for the work by the River and Harbor act
of March 8, 1889, only about $1,000 remains,
This sum is held in reserve (o he used in

case of emergency

The River and Harbor bill of last vear
failed to pass Congress. The engineers
estimate the amount which can be profit-
ably expended in the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1002, at $300,000.

In the meantime the work that has been
done is in a measure being undone. The
12-foot channel made four years ago be-
tween High Bridge and the mouth of Bpuy-
ten Duyvil Creek has been reduced to ten
feet. The banks on both sides of this sec-
tion are soft and the deposit of mud is
quite rapid.

It will cost a very considerable sum to
restore the channel to its former depth.
At the ordinary rate of progress the origi-
nal plan, even under favorable conditions,
would hardly be completed in ten years.

The canal was opened June 17, 1895, In
that year the actual commerce for the
Harlem River and Spuyten Duyvil Creek
was 7,683,504 tons, estimated to be worth
$208,707,878.

Just how much this commerce has in-
creased since that time, and, hence, of
just what value the canal has been, there
are no statistics to show. In fact, until
within a few months no effort has been made
to get any statistics bearing on the subject,

Last summer the army engineers in charge
of the river and harbor improvements
requested the New York Central Railroad
to turn in monthly reports of all vessels
passing the railroad drawbridges across
the Harlem River, together with the char-
aoter of their cargoes and their estimated
values. These reports have been regularly
turned in and next summer there probably
will be published figures from which an
estimate may be made of the actual good
done by the canal work.

In round numbers it is estimated that
commerco on the Harlem has inc
20 per cent. since 1805 and that the dockage
along the river has doubled in tenfyears.

So far as can be foreseen work on the
Harlem ship canal seems likely to be in-
definitely prolonged. The tendency is con-
stantly toward greater draught in vessels.

Already the mean depth of fifteen feet
provided for in the uri‘{n‘l lan would be
too shallow for a lan number of vessels
When such a channel is provided demands
will probably be made for a greater depth

Before this work was begun the Harlem
River had a natural fair channel 10 feet
deep at low water from the East River near
Hell Gate to Morris Dock, a distance of
five miles, except at High Bridge where
the deyth was reduced to six feet by the

débris of stone carried into the river dur-
ini‘ the construction of the bri '
or & mile further to Fordham Landing,

it had a crooked channel seven feet deep
Above Fordham landing, to Kings bridge,
a distance of about a mile, the channel
was too narrow and crooked to be used
by any but the smallest boats

From l(ih?- bridge ta the Hudson River,
a distance of one and three-quarter miles,
spuyten Duyvil Creek had a natural avail-
able depth of about 4 feet al low water
At Kings bridge the channel bhetween the
two inlets was narrow and nearly cut off
by & lexige of rocks, awash at low tide

The mean rise of tide in the Harlem River
was from 65 to 8 feet, in Spuyten Duwvil
Creok 1t was 38 feet  Mean high water
jevel in the Hudson River at Spuyten Duyvil
Creek was nearly a foot lower and one hour
and forty minutes earlier than in the Har-
lem Miver

Now the original project for cleaning
out and uv.;mv\ma“'lhu- water way, adoptod
in 1878 anvd modified in 1879 and 1886, pro
vided for a continuous channel from the
Fast River to the Hudson River 400 feot
wide and 15 feet deep, mean low water,
exoupt just north of Yltgh Bridge. where
thes width was reduced 0 376 feet, and in
the rock out through Dyckman Meadow
| which was to be made 850 fost wide and
I8 (ot deep mean low water  The esti
| mated cost of the work was 82 700 e

Last voar's eport showed that from the
Hudson River Maouvmb's Dam ‘Ln:i‘p
fhe dmproved ohanuel was 17 fest  deep

',,, { from 180 1o 300 feet wide, while at and
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ONE CALLING WOMAN ISN'T IN

SHE HASN'T OVERCOMFE THRB
DIFFICULTIES OF TAXIDERMY,

“Thank Heaven!' Says a Man Who Hag
~—But Wonien Are the Rest Costomerd
the Toxldermists Have and New York
Gets the Bulk of Thelr Trade.

There is one menagerie in town where &
man who is not a Daniel can walk through
the lions' den unharmed, where elephants
lose their appetite for peanuts, and a snake
charmer would be cut of a job. The only
formidable inhabitant of this regenerated
jungle is a man with hammer and saw and a
mouthful of nails, and even he does not
seem  very dangerous, This man's duties
are varied. The other day he eat astride
a wooden famework of curious pattern,
into which he drove ten-penny nails with
vigorous blows,

“This is the skeleton of an elephant,*
he said in response to a query from a chance
caller. “This is his backbone that I'm
sitting on.”

The visitor looked up wonderingly at
the razor-edged vertebr@ on which the
man balanoed himself in evident discome

fort. “Where is the reet of him?" was
asked. “He isn't all backbone is he?"
“Oh, dear no," said the man. “His skin

is soaking in a vat in there in the next room,
those pillars and posts and crosebeams
are the rest of his bones, and after a while
I'm going to complete his anatomy by
winding the framework round with cord
and padding it with tow. He'll be a re~
markably fine specimen when I get his
skin stretched into place. It is one of the
best hides we ever handled, notwithstand«
ing a multitude of mistakes in the dress-
ing. We got it only a few days ago. The
old fellow was a show elephant. He died
on the road down in Texas and the manager
gent him up here to be stuffed It is &
pretty tough job, too. The people who
performed the autopsy were not at all com-
petent to git in the capacity of coroner on
an elephant that is destined to shine in &
museum, and they bungled the carving
fmr!ull{

“An elephant ie not like a cat. There are
a dozen ways to skin ‘}"“' but u“lf one to
to skin an elephant he process 18 simple
as A B C if you only understand it 1'&(.
condition, however, is necessary. A very
few strokes do the business. First, you
cut him along the back from the neck to
the tail, then ulun{ the belly from the neck
to the tail, and then sever the head from
the body. After that all you have to do is
to make an incision on the inside of each
leg from the feet to the abdomen, and the
skin just slips off the carcass like water off
a duck's back. But those Texas fellows
made a botch of it. They carved the cuticle
of this elephant into squares and triangles
and it took all my ingenuity to piece it

w,ether again.
He must have been pretty big,” said
the visitor, standing a little to one side
and surveving the improvised skeleton
with a eritical eye

“Well,” said the man, facetiously, “he
had his growth. Of course, I don't claim
that he was a match for that giant in the
Museum of Comparative Zodlogy at Cam-
brdge, Mass., nor even for some elephants
in our own museums, but that is nothing
to his discredit. The ('amhﬁdﬁe chap is
the largest in the country, and just be-
cause this fellow did not come up to the
champion in bulk and stature is no eign
his lite was a failure. And he was fully

matured in point of price, too. 1 shall
char 600 ‘mﬂt for mounting him, and
by the time the owner gets him back home

and set up in a permanent showroom he
will he worth $2,000 or $3,000.

“Some dead elephants are worth more
than live onea. I guess it is that way with
all animals, even to men. Take that group
of Rocky Mountain goats, for instance.”
The man dismounted from his anatomical
platform and led the way to the opposite
side of the room, where several dusty
animals were posing for each other in
ﬂruvfnl and becoming attitudes. “Alive,
those goats were not worth $5 a head,” ha
continued, *but the piece as it stands now
would easily bring $300  Group work
always comes high It is much more
difficult than individual mounti I have
had men employed here who could achieve
excellent results so long as they confined
their endeavors to single pieces, but if I
let them try their hand at a collection they
were mire to spoil the whole effect. They
seamed totally unable to grasp the possi-
biltties of any picture suggested to them

“It takes & real artist to arrange a num-
ber of stuffed animals i such relation to
evach other that the soene will convey mean-
ing to the observer. | can count on the
fingers of my two hands the number of set
pieces in 1he country that have life in them
and are really artistic The best of thess
in & famidly of orang-outangs in a Wash-
ington museurm . That is & maserpiece of
the tasidermist's art and is worth $8,000
al the very lowest caleulation  Another
excellont achisvement in this line is a group
of orang-outaugs socated in New York
O course, Uhese Lhings are not in the market,
bt of financial ifeultios should  necessi-
tate putting them up for sale the New York
specimen would e cheap at 2 o

Auy tasidermist th@! s realiy oom-
wien! dosst 1 have Lo st et Time i
dowing lus own horn, beosuse (he travie

will be out looking for dim dstead of his

having (o drum up the trade  Bo far s
qusntity = conceresd  Alnenos Iwales the
world i tasidermic work  When i1 comes
to ey we fall by e wayside, aoocord-
Mg Lo m nuInter of foreign ontis, bhut with
The eRowptoa f 4 fow Jame ppesciinesnes o
Contiaental e e Ty Laave Doy roulie
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